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not carry them out. The Commander-in-chief was minded
then to remove Ney from the command of the 6th corps, as.
some months later he was obliged to do. But he considered
that Ney was beloved by his men, whom he had commanded
for seven years; that his removal wouldinvolve that of Reynier,,
which would complete the discord in the army at a moment
when unanimity was so eminently needed. The energetic
advice of Sainte-Croix was no longer at hand to sustain him,
and Massena quailed before the disobedience of his two chief
lieutenants. They could not indeed decide him to leave
Portugal, but they extorted from him a promise to move away
from the enemy's lines, and to retire ten leagues back behind
Santarem and Bio Mayor and there await fresh orders from
the Emperor. I saw with regret this little retreat, which
seemed to me to augur one more general and definitive, nor,
as you will soon see, did my presentiment deceive me. I
turned my back therefore with sorrow on the hills of Ointra,
fully persuaded that if we had profited by the confusion into
which the fugitives had thrown the English camp we might
have forced the unfinished lines. Biit what was then easy
was no-longer so a fortnight later. Compelled to feed the
vast population, which at his bidding had streamed in upon
Lisbon, Wellington used the arms of 40,000 stout peasants
by making them work at the completion of the fortifications
with which he proposed to cover Lisbon, and thus the place
became of immense strength.
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